Program." These last two chapters illustrate the need to think beyond one's own program to institutional and global parameters. Chapter 7 completes the book with a focus on "Researching the Program."
Gaining acceptance for social constructivist programs requires efforts at negotiating, building networks, and presenting research to the educational community. Such tasks are daunting, as indeed is the whole process, but if education is to change for the better, then this advocacy must be an integral part of the endeavor. The very clear emphasis on action research, already present in chapter 2, becomes vital as one research strategy. Beck and Kosnick provide explicit examples of how this might be accomplished based on their own and others' experience.
What makes this book worth reading is its philosophical stance, its organization, its consistency of method, and its practical dimensions. I found that the book models the constructivist method. The authors present theory, discuss problems, and provide examples and experiences which do not indoctrinate but invite readers to consider their own views. It is organized with clarity, thoroughness, and simplicity which makes it easy to read, logical, and useful. Yet the structure weaves clearly many contradictory ideas into a thoughtful presentation not a forceful argument. This is in line with the constructivist process. Finally, the many varied examples emphasize that there is no single way but a variety of ways in which solutions can be found and problems addressed. Throughout all of this Beck and Kosnick address, though perhaps not as strongly as one would desire, the nature of indoctrination and the constant leveling toward the transmission orientation toward which so many programs have a tendency to gravitate. A reliance on the theory of constructivism and action research, as the authors so rightly point out, can perhaps help to alleviate this tendency. This book is valuable because it comes at a time when many forces are converging on pre-service education and solutions that aim to provide theoretical and practical directions are very much needed.
